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Construction Continues Apace
The church remodeling continues at an astonishing
pace, with construction on the front exterior, courtyard,
narthex, and entry well ahead of schedule and on
budget. Additional exterior painting to complete the
main building and the Youth Hall — including power
washing, patching, priming, three-color painting, new
handrails and new exterior light fixtures to match the
new fixtures in front — plus interior work on church
offices and conference room should also be completed
by Memorial Day. The contractor gave KCC a good
quote in order to keep his crew working.

The preschool play structure will be rebuilt this summer
when school is not in session, and after Memorial Day
the remodel of LLander Hall is slated to commence.
Thanks to all whose generosity makes this exciting work
possible! And special thanks to Building Committee
Chair Damon Curtin-Schamu, whose daily work in close

contact with the contractors has been an immeasurable
blessing to the whole project. ¢

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Pastor’s Ponderings
Lectionary, Pentecost, Sacred Conversation
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Capital Campaign

“Meet The Kitchen” Lunch

This Sunday — Please Come!
It’s 2 wonderful new kitchen, but how can we best
use it? Here are some of the people who should be
sure to come and “Meet the Kitchen™:

® Newcomers, wondering where on earth
anything can be found;

® Old-timers, wondering how on earth to use
all that gleaming new equipment;

® Teachers, parents and youth leaders looking
forward to kitchen fun with your group;

® Pecople who yearn to participate in the
conviviality that comes when people work and play
together over food.

The Events Committee invites all of you, everyone,
to come “Meet the Kitchen.”

On Sunday, May 4, after the 10:00 worship service,
adults and teenagers will gather in the kitchen for a
tour of what is where, and for instruction on the
new equipment. Afterwards, we’ll divide into small
groups and make ourselves a tasty lunch using our
new-found skills.

Children are, of course, welcome to help eat the
lunch too.

May 4 is also the day of the monthly all-church
breakfast. So come for breakfast, stay for worship,
and then “Meet the Kitchen” for lunch!

Please sign up on the sheet in Lander Hall or let
Donna in the church office (619-284-1129 or
info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com) know so we can plan on
the right amount of ingredients for our lunch. But
do it right away — “Meet the Kitchen” is almost
here! ¢
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Pastor’s Ponderings

How long the road is.
But, for all the time the journey has already
taken,
how you have needed every second of it
in order to learn what the road passes by.
— Dag Hammarskjold

I started my call as your pastor just over a year ago,
on April 1. April Fool’s Day seemed like such an
appropriate day — to launch upon any new
relationship of significance, especially one as highly-
charged as a new pastorate, takes a certain amount of
foolishness. It’s like getting married or entering into
a partnership. From a strictly rational viewpoint,
we’re foolish to do it because we don’t know what’s
around the next bend in our journey. Yet, we make
promises and go ahead anyway. Maybe this is what
the Apostle Paul meant when he encouraged his
fellow Christians to be “fools for Christ.” We need a
little foolishness. It’s what keeps life fresh, and rich,
and exciting.

And exciting it has been! We’ve only just begun, but
we’ve already been through a lot together. We’ve
gotten better acquainted. We’ve considered some
controversial issues. We’re making some major
changes to the facilities. And who can say what’s
next? Exciting it has been, indeed! And exciting, I
am sure, it will continue to be!

On a regular basis, it’s important for a pastor to step
back and pause to reflect, free from everyday
routines and responsibilities. I thank Kensington
Community Church for encouraging me to do this
and providing me with the means to do it.

I spent April 17 to 24 at Casa del Sol, a retreat house
at Ghost Ranch, a conference center of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) in Abiquiu, New Mexico.
Katherine accompanied me, at our own expense. |
have been to Ghost Ranch several times over the
years to attend conferences and meetings when I was
Minister for Campus and Student Ministries in the
national offices of the United Church of Christ.
From the first moment I arrived, I've been smitten.
It’s an amazing place.

Located in the desert at 6,500 feet above sea level,

Ghost Ranch is for me what Celtic spirituality
calls a “thin place,” a spot where heaven and earth
meet, where God seems especially close. In such
a setting, the silence is profound. It’s a place that
silently but strongly screams: Stop! Look! Listen!

I spent mornings in silent reflection, prayer, and
journaling. Every other day, I met with a spiritual
director. Spiritual direction is a way to help
identify how one discerns what God is doing in
and through one’s life. These sessions helped me
to discern, further and deeper, the nature of my
call to be pastor among the members and friends
of Kensington Community Church. In the
afternoons, I went on short hikes and read.

The time at Casa del Sol provided another
important function. Experts on church life agree
that one of the relationships that most importantly
affects a pastor’s success is the pastor’s
relationship with spouse or partner. Married for
just over five years, Katherine and I had not had
any time for marriage enrichment — a set of
exercises designed to deepen a relationship — nor
to reflect on all that has happened in our lives
together since we moved to San Diego. We did
some marriage enrichment exercises and had
extended opportunity to reflect together on, and
to deepen, our relationship.

As Dag Hammarskjold, quoted above, suggests, it
takes time to understand the journey we’re on. If
we don’t take the time, we fail to learn about our
life, and we diminish.

But when we take the time to reflect, the richness
of life becomes more apparent and God’s
presence can be more readily discerned. As the
effects of this time of retreat and reflection
continue to unfold in the days and weeks ahead, I
will learn more about what my particular road has
passed by, and I hope to be a better and more
faithful pastor and person as our roads continue
to wind along together. Thank you for the
privilege of serving among youl!

Grace and peace,

Bruce ¢
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Pentecost Is Near!

Wear Red
Sunday, May 11, marks the holiday of Pentecost.
Christian churches worldwide memorialize the
day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the
apostles “like the rush of a violent wind...
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit...” (Acts
2:2-3)

These tongues of fire are why this festive
occasion — the birthday of the church — is marked
by wearing one’s brightest red clothes to church.
Come to church on May 11 ready to celebrate! 4

Kensington Community Church
United Church of Christ

4773 Marlborough Drive

San Diego, CA 92116

619-284-1129

www.kensingtonucc.com

info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com

Rev. Dr. Bruce Larson, Senior Pastor

Judy Atwater, Interim Director of Religious
Education and Programs

John Tarbox, Director of Music

Nina Deering, Organist

Connie Cleland, Preschool Director

Donna Hanson, Administrative Assistant

Editor
Production Staff

Katherine Larson
Millie Medigovich
Beverly Patch

Sunday worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
All are welcome!

Partnership Churches Plan

“Sacred Conversation On Race”
Dinner and Sharing, May 18

Responding to a call from UCC and ecumenical
leaders about recent events surrounding Trinity UCC
in Chicago, the UCC Partnership Churches of San
Diego invite everyone to a “Sacred Conversation on
Race” to be held Sunday, May 18, from 5:30 to 8:00
p.m. at Mission Hills United Church of Christ, 4070
Jackdaw Street, San Diego.

A delicious dinner will be served at no charge,
followed by a Bible study and sharing around tables.
Child care will be provided.

The Partnership churches, of which KCC is one,
hope for open dialogue where thoughtful and
prayerful listening to divergent points of view can
offer all of us a deeper means for spiritual

growth. Our earliest churches were called “meeting
houses,” where the great public issues of the day were
discussed and debated and where God’s will was
discerned in a shared attentiveness to Scripture. We
seek to draw from this tradition.

“Sacred conversations are never easy,” UCC General
Minister and President Rev. John H. Thomas has
written. ““This is especially true when honest talk
about race confronts us with a painful past and won’t
let us ignore the troubles of our present day. That’s
why sacred conversations require a readiness to see
one another as sacred despite our differences, and
why the sacred places where these conversations take
place need to be respected.”

Please come for great food, stimulating fellowship,
and a holy time in the Spirit who makes us one! ¢

Lectionary Readings

Here are the readings from the Revised Common
Lectionary for upcoming services. Bruce will pick
two from this list each Sunday.

® May 4: Acts 1:1-11 or 1:6-14; Psalm 47 or 93
or 68:1-10, 32-35; Ephesians 1:15-23 or 1 Peter 4:12-
14, 5:6-11; Luke 24:44-53 or John 17:1-11.

® May 11: Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30;
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts
2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39.

® May 18: Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2
Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20. 4
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Strengthen The Church

“Spread the Love, Strengthen the Church” will be
the focus of a special offering on Pentecost Sunday,
May 11. Since the Stillspeaking Ministry began to
spread the UCC’s message of Christian inclusivity,
nearly 90 churches representing more than 8,500
members in 40 states have joined the UCC, and
existing congregations have witnessed a re-
energized membership.

This offering is your opportunity to continue the
transformative work of the Stillspeaking message.
Your gift builds the UCC’s future! Please consider
how generous you can be. ¢

A Note From The
Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee is working to gather a
slate of people to propose for the various standing
committees of the church — Events, Missions,
Music, Personnel, Preschool, Religious Education,
Stewardship, Trustees, and Worship and Nurture.

If you feel drawn to service to KCC in any of these
areas, please let Judy Atwater know at 619-284-1129
ot judy@kcc.sdcoxmail.com. For descriptions of
these committees’ activities, please check the church
by-laws, available in the church office. ¢

Missions Moment
Save the date for the next Project FaceLift
extravaganza — Saturday, June 7. A group from
KCC will join folk from all over San Diego in a six-
hour project to help our neighbors. The “FaceLift”
program resembles an old-fashioned barn-raising —
get enough people together in one place and
amazing things happen!

Plan to be part of this group, which will go to a
neighborhood that has fallen on hard times and give
it a lift — gardening, house painting, trash pick-up,
and so on. Some jobs require physical strength or
skill; many do not. Everyone will be working on
homes belonging to senior citizens, the disabled,
and other low-income families that need assistance.
The good you will do is enormous, and the good
you will receive is even greater. ¢

Please Accept Our Apologies
KCC’s phone system has developed some major
glitches. A temporary fix is, we hope, in place, but if
you have had trouble getting through, we apologize.
Please keep trying! 4

Techno/Business
Buffs Needed

Do you know anything about small
business phone systems? We need
someone to help investigate what
the best telephone and Internet options are for the
church.

&

If this seems like your calling, please contact Jay
Trischman, Chair of the Trustees, via email at
trischmanj@saic.com. Thank you! ¢

Memorial Day Breakfast
On Monday, May 26, KCC will be the hub of
neighborhood excitement, what with the church’s
breakfast and barbeque and the community’s parade.

Volunteers are needed to prepare and to cook and to
serve and to clean up. Please let Mike Trempe
(mtrempe@cox.net or 619-283-3543) or Donna in the
church office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-284-
1129) know how you can help. 4

Do You Love A Parade?

All interested in creating a KCC presence — maybe a
float? — in the community Memorial Day parade,
please let Donna know (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or
619-501-1129). We'll find a time to meet and plan! 4

Let’s Keep Our House In Order!
If you are involved in an event at the church, please
help us keep our house in order. Dishes need to be
washed and put away; food needs to be cleared away;
trash needs to be picked up and, if the cans are full,
taken out; and tablecloths, tea towels, and cleaning
rags need washing and replacing in the proper storage
areas. Please do your share!

(For instruction on the easy-to-use new dishwasher, be
sure to come and “Meet the Kitchen” on May 4!) 4
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Heritage Builders Want You!
It’s almost time for the annual dinner — this year, on
May 6 — of the Heritage Builders, when those who
have committed to include KCC in their estate
planning enjoy sharing food and fellowship with
each other. Of course, anyone can join the Heritage
Builders at any time, but joining now guarantees you
an invitation to this year’s dinner. Just ask Fredric
Radick how much he enjoys this annual event!

Many people assume that a large estate is needed.
That’s not true. Any size donation can have a
multiplying positive effect on KCC. For example,
the Charlaine Halgren bequest was used to create the
children’s library. Every Sunday, children enjoy
playing and reading there. But then the creation of
the children’s library gave impetus to the new adult
library, and so onward to our amazing Capital
Campaign. Any size donation will help us use our
abundant resources for God’s purposes.

Everyone who honors KCC with a legacy gift will
become a lifetime member of the Heritage Builders.
Consider giving back some of the abundant gifts
God has given you. For questions, ask Fredric (858-
566-3927 or fredricradick@netzero.net) or me (619-
287-0549 ot rwaymanl(@cox.net).
Rich Wayman
Chair, Stewardship Committee 4

Pilgrim Pines Camperships
Thanks to those who have come forward with
contributions to the “campership” program, which
helps those who could not otherwise afford it come
to Pilgrim Pines. This mountain retreat offers fun,
spiritual growth, and the beauty of nature. For
many, this is their only time away from the noise,
pollution, and danger of city life.

More help is still needed. Would you be willing to
offer a child who is thirsty for this sort of experience
just $3? That amount from every member of KCC
would make a big difference.

Pilgrim Pines gives its campers a taste of God’s pure
mountain water. Please help these children quench
their thirst. If you are interested in giving, please
contact Judy Atwater (judy@kec.sdcoxmail.com or
619-284-1129, ext. 304). 4

Folk Art Exhibit And Sale

A special treat is in store for art lovers and
humanitarians alike on Saturday, May 10, from 4:00
to 7:00 p.m. UCSD’s AIDS Research Institute and
the Zimbabwe AIDS Treatment Assistance Project
have teamed up for a show and sale of
Zimbabwean paintings, African masks, and Weya
Village story quilts.

The exhibit and sale will take place at Mission Hills
UCC, 4070 Jackdaw Street, San Diego. Admission
is $20, and wonderful appetizers and wines will be

available.

For more information, please contact KCC’s own
Dale Clegg (619-528-0882 or daclegg(@cox.net) or
Kim Schafer of the AIDS Research Institute at
kschafer@ucsd.edu or 858-534-5545. See you
there! ¢

UCC Conference Gathering
All Invited!
KCC is a member of the UCC’s Southern
California-Nevada Conference, which is holding its
annual gathering in Glendale on June 20 and 21
with the theme “God is still weaving.”

The list of workshops looks fabulous, with
something for almost everyone. The worship
promises to be uplifting. There will be stories and
songs and food and fellowship. And there will be
the chance to meet and get to know our new
Interim Conference Minister, Jane Fisler Hoffman.

These gatherings are a great way to get to know
your wider church and to build deeper connections
to your local church.

Plan to attend! If there is interest, we can carpool;
please let Judy Atwater know (619-284-1129 or
judy@kcc.sdcoxmail.com). 4

Congratulations
...to our pastor Bruce, on being named to the
Church and Ministry Committee of the Southern
Association of the UCC’s Southern California-
Nevada Conference! 4
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Prayer List

Please remember these people in your prayers:

David Adams

Nancy Brest

Marian Brewster

Marjorie Cooper

Ron and Sue Franklin

Niki Hansen

Chatlene Moote

Those who are unemployed

N

The family and friends of Fred Kasch, Betty
Kennedy, and Alan Mercer

To get a name added to this list, please contact the
church office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-284-
1129) or the (klarson26@cox.net or 619-501-
1187). Also, please let us know when it’s time for the
name to be removed from the list. ¢

Vacation Bible School

Mark your calendars! Vacation Bible School will be
offered this year from August 11-15.

Whether you are a child or care for one, whether you
are interested in attending or volunteering in one of
the many ways help will be needed, this is an
opportunity not to be missed. Be sure to include
VBS in your summer planning! ¢

New Library Books
The following books have been added to the
collection of KCC’s Ruth Cole Library.

Rita Mae Brown’s *

® Jack Canfield’s and Mark Hansen’s
k
® Barbara Delinsky’s
e Billy Graham’s ! "ok
e Karen Harper’s # %
® Joan Medlicott’s $Bt PH *
e Bob Newhart’s ! i~ ( ) *
%k

Diane Noble’s + * (
Patrick Taylor’s + e, HBOX

Please be sure to check out books that you borrow.

* denotes large print

Auto-Pay Pledging
Nowadays I find myself writing actual checks less often,
and no doubt many of you are in a similar situation.
You’ve found that it’s easy to pay bills or manage your
own funds on line — transferring money from savings or
checking into another account using your own

computer at work or home without ever having to go to
the bank.

Well, you can do the same thing with your pledges to
the church. I just checked with my bank on-line and I
can set up an automatic or recurring transfer to the
church — monthly, twice a month or weekly. A piece of
cake! Of course if you’d rather put money or a check
into the collection plate on Sunday, that’s certainly ok
too. But we do have the option to do it electronically.
It’s especially handy if you travel a lot.

If you are interested, see me (joel.baumbaugh@navy.mil
or 619-283-2569) or one of the other members of the
Stewardship Committee members for information and
the easy-to-fill-out form. See you at church,

Joel Baumbaugh ¢

May Birthdays

1 Sylvia Kelsen

2 Christian Jimenez

4 Hazel Van Harten * D

5 Sam Howeth, Laura Short

7 Kathy Hosler A2 0
8 Nicholas McCarthy Q!_/)j_
11 Coco Conover *

12 Katie McKenney

13 Erin Neal, Fredric Radick

14 Margaret Downing, Joe Odle, Jay Trischman
16 Mary Jane Swann

17 Virginia Lantry

18 Judy Atwater, Victoria Robertson

19 Hahn Ttinh

21 Penny Ward

24 Dillon Lesniak

25 Froman Barrett, Bertha Lander
26 Margaret Burgess
27 Benjamin Mason

28 Mary Frey, Mallie Odle
29 Mary Annah Hengst, Kenneth Klauber
30 Joann Morrison

If your name, or the name of someone you love, should
be added to this list, please let Donna know at 619-284-
1129 or info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com. 4

KCC Chimes 6



Heartiest Thanks To All These Generous Donors

Abbott, Shannon

Allen, Barbara and Brock

Anderson, Janie

Apgar, Bob and Vicki

Apgar, Helen and Robert

Arjona, Oscar

Bachman, Joann

Barber, Gail and George

Barnier, David

Barrett, Froman

Bast, Fred

Baumbaugh, Joel and Marsha
Dodds

Berger, George and Virginia

Berkshire, Jeannette

Billingsley, Henry

Borger, Dawn

Bourda, Betty

Brammer, Joyce

Brewster, Marian

Brimhall, Jennifer and Lee Howeth

Brimhall, Jessie

Broselle, Carl and Susie

Broselle, Dennis and Judy

Bryan, Russell

Burgess, Margaret

Cardoso, Radl

Ceriani, Carol

Ceriani, Martha

Chatffee, Sheryl

Christison, Susan

Clark, Duke and Marg Stark

Clark, Florence

Cooper, Jerry and Lilian

Cooper, Marie

Craig, Betty

Crane, Kit

Cross, Ellen

Curtin-Schamu, Susan and
Damon Schamu

Davis, Pauline

Davis, Carolyn and Stephen

Day, Amy Lightner

DeBlanc, Ernest and Paula

In Memory of Lilah DeVries

Diener, Mary

DiMille’s Italian Restaurant

Downing, Margaret and Rex

Ehlers, Bill and Sue
Eilers, Barbara and Bill
Elkins, Atlene

Elkins, Julia

Ely, Ilah Jo

Frontis, Bill and Carol

In Memory of Irv and Mary Frontis

Gary Payne Photography

Generoli, Betty

Gentry, Alison and Scot

Greer, Marjorie

Griffin, Colleen and Robert

Guepin, Beth and Tony

Gutierrez, Abel and Mary

Hanford, Richard and Winnie

Harrison, Amy and Powell

Hartung, Barbara and James

Hengst, Mary Annah and Nolan

Holloway, Betty

In Memory of Betty Holloway

Holloway, Richard

Holloway, Stephen

Hosler, Kathy

Huercamo, Gustavo

Hughes, Ralph and Jerrie Stringer

KCC’s Aerobics Group

KCC’s Chancel Choir

KCC’s Junior High Youth

KCC’s Preschool Parents
Auxiliary

KCC’s Senior High Youth

KCC’s Young Adult Group —
the “Oldtimers”

Kelsen, Sylvia

Kennedy, Betty

Kieta, Gladys

KVH, Inc.

Lander, Bertha

Larson, Bruce and Katherine

Loomis, Debbie and John

Loop, Earline

Lowe, Robett

Marcoux, Alice

Mason, Ben and Edith

McCarthy, Bonnie and Brendan

McClain, Cindi and Mick

McClure, Lucretia

McKenney, Carl and Rebecca

To KCC’s Capital Campaign

Medigovich, Milica

Miller, Joan

Morrison, Joann

Naismith, Sheila

Neal, Jay and Jayne

Nelson, Marian

Nielsen, Margaret and Paul
Odle, Joe and Mallie
Parkinson, Bob and Mary
Patch, Beverly

Payne, Patricia and Robert
Perrigo, Robert and Wendy
In Memory of the Perrigo family
Peterson, Judie and Shelton
Playmor, Andrew

Prisby, Don and Marie

Rhee, Kristine and Robert
Sapier, Jacques and Susanne
Schroeder, Mary Ann and Paul
Short, Laura and Tim
Slocomb, Eleanor

Sly, Elisa and Jonathan
Stephenson, Cathy and Dude
Swann, Mary Jane

Thomas, William
Thompson, Margie and Steven
Trempe, Gayle and Mike
Trischman, Jackie and Jay
Unger, Patricia

In Memory of Amy Utz
Valenzuela, Walter

Vancott, Nancy

Vavra, Kay

Vik, Mary

Vreeland, Helen

Walker, Andrew

Walker, Elizabeth

Ward, Jim and Penny
Wayman, Dick and Joan
Wayman, Rich

Wells, Leslie and Tom Wheeler
Wender, Jacqueline and Paul
Winn, Amy and Kevin
Winter, Zoa

Young, Sharon

(With lots of new donors,
misspellings may happen.
Please let us know!) ¢
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MEN: MEN’S BREAKFAST

PLACE: KCC KITCHEN AND CONFERENCE ROOM
WHEN: SATURDAY, MAY 3, 8:00 A.M.

BREAKFAST: ALL-CHURCH BREAKFAST
PLACE: KCC LANDER HALL

WHEN: SUNDAY, MAY 4, 9:15 A.M.

FooD AND FUN: MEET THE KITCHEN
PLACE: KCC KITCHEN
WHEN: SUNDAY, MAY 4, 11:15 A.M.

DINNER: HERITAGE BUILDERS
PLACE: A FINE LOCAL RESTAURANT
WHEN: TUESDAY, MAY 6

ART AND GOOD WORKS: FOLK ART EXHIBIT AND SALE
PLACE: MisSION HiLLS UCC, 4070 JACKDAW
WHEN: SATURDAY, MAY 10, 4:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M.

SPECIAL OFFERING: “SPREAD THE LOVE, STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH”
PrLACE: KCC
WHEN: SUNDAY, MAY 11, 8:30 AND 10:00 A.M.

WORSHIP: PENTECOST — WEAR RED!
PLACE: KCC
WHEN: SUNDAY, MAY 11, 8:30 AND 10:00 A.M.

DINNER AND SHARING: “SACRED CONVERSATION ON RACE”
PLACE: MIsSION HILLS UCC, 4070 JACKDAW
WHEN: SUNDAY, MAY 18, 5:30 P.M.

SEE THE FULL CHURCH CALENDAR
AT WWW.KENSINGTONUCC.COM



