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 Kensington 
Community Church

Wishes You and Yours 
a Blessed New Year !

KCC Annual Budget
Meeting Sunday,
January 27, Following
the 10 AM Worship
Service

Please note that the meeting will take
place immediately after the 10 AM
service. There is no potluck this year,
though there will be light finger food
snacks provided. Extended Child-care
is provided this Sunday through the
duration of the meeting.  During worship
at both the 8:30 AM and 10 AM
Services, Pastor Darryl will be giving his
"State of the Church" Address. This
sermon will look back at the previous
year, as well as provide guiding
principles and discernment for the
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Quick Links

Prayers and
Birthdays 

KCC Financial
Statement

Ministry News

Youth Group
Jan/Feb
Calendar

Rachel's House
First Dinner

Service of 2019
is Jan. 27

This Friendly
Crew Served at
Rachel's House

on Dec. 30

January 21
Theology on

Tap
Watch &

Discuss a
"lesser" known

MLK Jr.
Sermon

Women's
Spirituality

mission and ministry of our church in the
upcoming calendar year.

Download and/or Review  the Materials
for the Annual Budget Meeting. 

Celebrate 
Dr. King's
Legacy    

Jan. 20 & 21 
~~~~~

This Year, UCC Partnership Marches
in 

MLK Day Parade!

Sunday, January 20, at both the
8:30 &10 AM Services, KCC will
honor the legacy and life of Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a
Special Sunday Worship Service
of Readings, Prayers, and Song.

Monday, January 21, be part of
an Interfaith Day of Service in
Balboa Park.  Later, join our
Partnership sisters and brothers as
we march in the MLK Day
Parade.  (Note: Date of Parade
was recently changed from
Sunday, January 20 to     
 Monday, January 21.)

Read Full Post on KCC Website.   
MLK Flyer 2019
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Continues
Current Read

Jan.8

Live Nativity
2018 Pix

Children's
Christmas

Program Pix
"A Simple
Christmas"

Coming Up

Save the
Dates:

Jan. 17
Ken-Tal

Community
Assn. presents,
"Navigating the

News in
Today's World"

An Informative New
Year's Message from 
Faith Programs Director,
Barbara Runco

In her first newsletter of
the New Year, Barbara
offers ideas for family

rituals, suggestions for viewing an
astronomical event, news from the
nursery, and a calm space for bottle
feeding and breastfeeding families. 
Read Barb's Newsletter
Family Rituals Ideas

Want to Learn
More 

About KCC?  
Attend Our KCC

 4-1-1 Class
Sunday, Jan 13, 

11:30AM-1:00PM 

Interested in learning more about KCC,
the UCC, Church Membership, and all
of the wonderful Ministries and Mission
of KCC? Join Pastor Darryl and some
of your KCC friends on Sunday,  
January 13, from 11:30 AM-1PM, for
the KCC 4-1-1 Class. If you know you
would like to attend, we ask that you
please RSVP
at info@kensingtonucc.com. Please
RSVP with the number of people
attending, if you need childcare, and if
you have any dietary restrictions, as
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March 6
Lent Begins
KCC Hosts
Partnership

Ash
Wednesday

Service
7 PM

lunch will be served. More Details
Here.

Be With Us
January 13 
as We Bless KCC
Member, Keegan
Trischman, and He
Shares His Coming
Out Journey 

January 13th is "Baptism of Christ
Sunday," when we hear the account of
the heaven's opening and the
declaration that Christ is God's
Beloved. We cannot think of a better
way to honor this sacred story than
with a blessing of KCC Member, 
Keegan Trischman, and his journey of
love, acceptance, and identity. Keegan
will be sharing his Coming Out story at
both the 8:30 AM and 10 AM services. 
At the 10 AM service, Keegan will be
blessed with a very unique Name
Change Blessing Ceremony.
Communion will be served at both
services as well.

BELIEVE. BELONG. BECOME.
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Kensington Community Church | 619.284.1129 | info@kensingtonucc.com
http://www.kensingtonucc.com

4773 Marlborough Drive
San Diego, CA 92116

Please submit your articles and photos by the 12th of each month
 to Donna Hanson at donna@kensingtonucc.com

 Chimes Team
Editing & Layout: Donna Hanson

Website: Amy Dyson, Pastor Darryl, Donna Hanson
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Production: Donna Hanson, Florence Clark

8:30 Half-hour Informal Worship
10 AM  Worship, Sunday School & Nursery

Kensington Community Church, 4773 Marlborough Drive, San Diego, CA 92116

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by info@kensingtonucc.com in collaboration with

Try it free today
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Dear Families, 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you enjoyed Christmas with your families, friends, and chosen family. May your 
hearts feel full of joy and your spirits feel replenished.  
 
In the first newsletter of the New Year, I offer ideas for family rituals, suggestions for viewing an 
astronomical event, news from the nursery, and a calm space for bottle feeding and breastfeeding 
families.  
 
Family Rituals 
In this New Year, starting with a new sun after the winter solstice, and a new calendar year, it is a time 
to renew connections with our families. Rituals, no matter how simple, bring us together. Later on, 
these tiny rituals will become the way your children recall their childhoods. In my childhood, some of my 
favorite nightly rituals involved my dad who worked overnights as a police officer. After dinner, his ritual 
was getting ready for work and putting on his uniform. I can still feel the joy of standing next to him at 
the bathroom sink and playing with the shaving cream and water while he shaved. On the nights that he 
did not work, I remember sitting on the back of the couch behind him, and playing hairdresser. He never 
complained even though I must have pulled his hair and pinched his scalp.   
 
Like me, your children will remember the little daily and annual rituals as special time spent together. To 
remind yourself of the established rituals, gather your family and fill out the worksheet provided.  I hope 
you will feel a sense of ownership and accomplishment by writing down at least one ritual that is 
important to you and your child or children. Perhaps you will look at the list of suggested rituals with 
your child or children and vote on a new ritual for 2019. Or, maybe your family is satisfied with the 
rituals in place. Taking ten minutes to discuss and explore rituals with your family will give you 
information about the rituals your children value most.   
 
The Super Blood Wolf Moon 
Don’t forget to check out the moon on Sunday, January 20th, the day before the remembrance of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. This is a rare opportunity to see a super blood wolf moon, not just any old lunar eclipse. 
Let’s break down what you will see. The supermoon is when the moon is closest to earth and appears 
larger and brighter. A lunar eclipse is when the moon is completely covered by the earth and turns red. 
A wolf moon is the January moon. So, you will see a larger than normal moon turn red and you can howl 
at it.  
 
Seeing three spectacular lunar events in the night sky from the comfort of your own neighborhood at a 
reasonable evening hour is rare. Luckily, it’s not a school night so you can all enjoy watching the 
beginning of the lunar eclipse at 7:33 PM. For the next hour or so, the moon will gradually take on a red 
tint and become fully eclipsed at 8:41 PM. If you have enough hot chocolate and snacks on-hand, you 
can watch the end of the partial eclipse at 10:50 PM. Be sure to find a comfy spot with good visibility 
before 7:30 and don’t forget to strike up a howling chorus. 
 
Care for Infants, Toddlers and Families 
Part of Faith Formation is supporting families who have small children. In the nursery, infants to 3-year 
olds enjoy safe, friendly and developmentally appropriate playtime. This provides parents and caregivers 
with time to nurture their spiritual needs. The nursery staff (lead caregiver and back-ups) have gone 
through background checks as part of the hiring process. (For more information, see the Safe Church 



Policy on the Children and Families page of our website.) Here is some new information and reminders 
for you: 

 Nursery services are available on Sundays from 9:30 AM -11:30 AM.  

 A Pack and Play will be available starting in January. It will be used for sleeping infants and 
toddlers who are comfortable with rest time quiet time in a small environment. At drop-off, 
please tell the caregiver if your little one will benefit from time in the Pack and Play.  

 Is your child turning three soon? Please alert the caregiver so that we can start a conversation 
about readiness and transitioning. 

 Supplies-Please drop off the items your little one will need-extra diapers, wipes, bottles, and 
snacks, and give instructions if needed. 

 As much as I love that we have a nursery, know that at KCC, we value having children in church 
and enjoy their sounds and vibrant hearts. Balancing the needs of a family is challenging and we 
try to offer options that meet your family’s changing needs. 
 

A Calming Place 
Starting in January, we will offer the meditation room as a calm and quiet place for families who are 
bottle feeding and breast feeding their infants and young children. The meditation room is on the 
second floor. 
 
Simultaneous Broadcast of Church Services 
Both Sunday services are simultaneously broadcast in Lander Hall. Some families may find it easier to 
watch and listen to the service in the Hall while having access to the children’s library and bathrooms.  
 
What’s Next? 
I want to hear from you about your family’s experience at KCC. In February, I will begin surveying the 
Faith Formation Programs and need your help! Stay tuned for an electronic survey and a good old 
fashioned hard copy in your bulletin.  
 
I have you in mind as I plan this year of Faith Formation services. As you enrich your connection with 
God at KCC, I hope you will discover opportunities for education and personal growth for your whole 
family. Please contact me if you have feedback and questions. 
 
Barb 
Phone: 619-284-1129 x314 
Email: barbara@kensingtonucc.com 









KCC’s 7th – 12th Grades 

Youth group 

The January & February 2019 Calendar  
 

Wed., Jan. 2, NO YOUTH GROUP—HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

Wed., jan. 9, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, SANCTUARY 

Youth Group is BACK! Tonight, we reflect on the previous year, including the good, the bad, and 
the “angry baby Jesus”. We look at goal setting and how to prepare for the year ahead. A healthy 
dinner will be served.  

 

Wed., Jan. 16, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, Lander Hall  

Who are we? We all have special talents and stories. Tonight, we share our unique gifts and tales 
with the group.  Fun and silly games to follow. A healthy dinner will be served.  
 

Wed., Jan. 23, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, Lander Hall  

In honor of MLK day, we look back on the history and accolades of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and 
how we can continue his legacy. A healthy dinner will be served.  RSVP for next week’s outing 
to Ultrazone, by Friday, Jan. 25th.  
 

Wed., Jan. 30, 6:00PM to 8:30 PM, Ultrazone Laser Tag 

A Youth Group favorite. Outing to Ultrazone, the ultimate laser tag experience. (3146 Sports Are-
na Blvd #21, San Diego, CA 92110 ) Please meet at the church by 6pm. We will carpool shortly 
after. Bring $15 for the entrance fee. Eat dinner beforehand, snacks will be provided.  

 

Wed., Feb. 6, 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Lander Hall  

2019– the year of the Pig.  February 5th marks the beginning of the Chinese New Year  
festival. Tonight, we dive into the traditions, history, and food; including a hands on dumpling 
making activity. A healthy dinner will be served.  
 

Wed., Feb. 13, 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Lander Hall  

Bring a Valentine for every youth group member—a youth group tradition. Enjoy a special Val-
entine-themed dinner and play silly games. Pray for loved ones.   

 
Wed., Feb. 20, 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Lander Hall 

Tonight, we dive into an in depth presentation in honor of Black History Month. Fun and silly 
games to follow. Please bring a dish for our Youth Group potluck.  

 

wed., Feb. 27, 6:30 to 8:30 PM, Lander Hall  

Tonight, we welcome a professional guest speaker to discuss a trending and heavy topic: mental 
health. We will look at  facts, tools, and questions we may have. A healthy dinner will be served.  
 

If you have any questions or comments, please chat with Enrique or Barbara 
Enrique@kensingtonucc.com or 619-808-2240 

barbara.runco@gmail.com or 619-694-8715 
 



 

 

Interested in knowing a 

bit more about 

Kensington Community 

Church? 

 
Been visiting a while, 

and would like to know 

more what the UCC is? 

 
Intrigued by our vision 

and want to know how 

you can join us as we try 

to make the world a 

better place from our 

little corner of it? 

 
 
 

For more information 

Please contact 

Pastor Darryl at 

darryl@kensingtonucc.com 

Or give him a call at the church. 

We invite you to attend 

the KCC 4-1-1 Sessions 

 
Sunday, January. 13, 

11:30 AM – 1:00 PM  

 

Lunch will be 

provided  

Please RSVP 

with the 

number of 

people 

attending, any 

dietary 

restrictions, and 

if Childcare is 

needed.   

mailto:darryl@kensingtonucc.com




















 

January Birthdays 

 

  2 Tom Wheeler 

  6 John Gutierrez 

14 Leslie Wells 

15 Paula  J. Elizabeth 

16 Alex Lesniak 

19 Beverly Patch 

22  Keegan Trischman 

24  Gerardo Moreno 

25  Sage Moreno 

 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers 

Hollis Allen & his family,  

Stone Allen,  

David & Abigail Barnier,  

Brian Brewster,  

Martha Ceriani,  

Beth Cooper,  

Edie,  

Sue Ehlers,  

Tricia Filet,  

Sheryl G.,  

Larry Hanson,  

Jan Johns,  

Joann Kingsbury,  

Ellyn Lanier,  

Chuck Lee,  

Jan LeVan,  

Kimi Lindsey-Schroder,  

Bonnie, Brendan, Nick,  

and the McCarthy Family, 

Millie Medigovich,  

Kathy Moorhouse,  

Eddie, Karla, Max & Johnathan Noah 

and the Noah Family, 

Marie Pujol,  

Mimi Schuleman,  

Johnny Velasquez, and  

Ann Walquist.  



 

Notes from Pastor Darryl 
 
January 2019 
 
I love Best Of Lists!  I always look forward to these lists because it helps 
me discover new things in the areas of music, movies, books, television 
shows.  So, I thought I would publish my “Best of KCC 2018” and 
highlight a few things that touched and spoke to me this past year.  In 
highlighting what spoke to me and inspired me in 2018, hopefully it gets 
you reflecting on the ways KCC has touched you and lifted your spirits 
over the last calendar year.  So in no particular order … here is Pastor 
Darryl’s “Best Of 2018” 
 

1. Praying at a member’s Embryo Transfer Procedure 
After 18 years in professional, ordained ministry, there aren’t a lot of 
firsts that I get to experience anymore.  But this past summer, I was 
so privileged and humbled to hold the hand of a parishioner as she 
went through the procedure of an embryo transfer.  It was a powerful 
experience where God’s presence was felt by all in the room.   It was 
not only a new experience, but one that I will always cherish. 

 
2. Watching The Live Nativity  

The event formerly known as Las Posada is a KCC favorite.  For 10 
years, it has brought Christmas to life for many in our community.  
This year’s Nativity was remarkable. It was incredibly special for me 
to watch Kimi embody our “Mary” as she rode a pony through 
Kensington.  We saw new youth step up and provide vital leadership.  
We’ve had some turnover and lots of growth within our youth group, 
and the group is full of incredible young people.      

 
3. Hearing the Youth Group Discussion on Gun Control and Fear 

following the shooting at Parkdale High School 
“… and [the] child[ren] will lead them.”  The Wednesday following 
the horrific events on Ash Wednesday at Parkdale High School, our 



youth spent the majority of their session discussing gun control laws, 
the culture of fear and violence in our society, and what might be 
done.  During this 60-minutes of discussion the youth hardly ever 
totally agreed with each other, but unlike so many adults, they 
listened intently to each other, were respectful in their disagreements, 
and showed a great deal of love for each other.  I so often walk away 
on Wednesday night inspired and awed by the insight and depth of 
our youth! 

 
4. Creating the Young Adult Exchange with Maryhill Parish 

(Glasgow, Scotland) 
Over the last few years, we have been building a relationship with 
Maryhill Parish in Glasgow, Scotland.  This summer we solidified our 
relationship with them by doing an exchange of young adults.  Azar, 
Nik, and Rex interned in Glasgow, and we welcomed Morven and 
Talulla Bell to KCC.  This exchange had a profound impact on the 
interns and congregations, alike.  Rev. Stuart Matthews and I are 
working on ways to continue strengthening our bond.  But until then, 
we’ll just bask in the glow of the joy this exchange had on us all.   

 
5. Going through the Budget Process for the 2019 Budget 

We turned things upside down in creating the 2019 budget.  And in 
doing so we accomplished a level of transparency in the budget 
process that we hadn’t reached in the years I’ve been at KCC.  The 
new way of creating the budget was sometimes frustrating and the 
leadership of the church wrestled with what our driving principles 
ought to be, and in doing so, conversations were heated at times, but 
the end result was a budget that I think is fair, (almost) balanced, and 
will move us forward into a bright and exciting future.  Thanks be to 
God. 

 
6.  Attending the Vigil for Tree of Life Synagogue  

On Oct 29, there was no place I would rather have been.  And yet, 
on Oct 29, I wish I had been any place else because I tire of vigils for 
mass shootings in our country.  I tire of attending vigils when the 
leaders of our country refuse to do anything to curb the violence.  



But on October 29th, in attendance with over 1000 of my fellow San 
Diegans from various backgrounds, creeds, and traditions, I was 
moved to not give up on my faith that with God’s help, we shall 
overcome one day the addiction we in the United States have to guns, 
and we will finally come to live in peace with one another.   

 
7. Presiding at Dude Stephenson’s Celebration of Life 

I am always humbled to preside at any funeral.  But Dude’s 
Celebration of Life was better than a Broadway show!  That’s because 
the subject matter – the extraordinary life of Clarence “Dude” 
Stephenson – drew out the very best in us who were so privileged to 
remember and honor him.  We sat in the theatre at SDSU, a 
congregation of the sad and thankful.  And through song, poetry, 
scripture, eulogies, and prayer, we thanked God for giving Dude to 
us all the days of his earthly life, and we pledged ourselves to 
continue Dude’s life work – to help young people find their voice 
and use it to make the world a more beautiful place. 

 
8. Watching the Last Lecture Series during Lent 

I read the book, The Last Lecture, and was immediately struck with a 
moment of sheer genius: I ought to give a platform for KCC 
members and friends to share their insights and beliefs as of they 
were giving their last lecture ever.  During this past Lent, we did just 
that.  And the six people who shared, showed such courage, depth, 
and faith.  If you were present for the lectures, then you know how 
powerful they were.  If you didn’t attend, then you should watch 
them on our website at: kensingtonucc.com/grow/adult-learning.   

 
9. Leading the Closing Worship Service at the Fall Retreat at 

Camp Stephens 
You should all come on the next retreat to Camp Stevens.  There is 
something about worshipping in that space on Sunday morning as 
the sun rises over the peaks, the wind and the birds harmonize, and 
the pigs give a homily.  Artist, James Hubbell, created a beautiful 
space called The Chapel of the Transfiguration.  And I believe the 32 
people who attended the retreat were transfigured in that space.  One 



retreatant took communion for the first time in over two decades, so 
overwhelmed by the Spirit was this person.  I’m telling you … you 
should come to the retreat! 

 
10.  Watching & Discussing “GET OUT” in the Sanctuary 

Horror movies and church usually don’t go well together.  But in this 
case, hosting a watch party of the Oscar Award winning GET OUT 
on MLK Jr. Weekend for our UCC Partnership sisters and brothers, 
and then delving into a real and hard conversation on race and justice 
– all of which took place in our sanctuary – made for a wonderful 
marriage between horror and church.  I walked away entertained by 
the movie, deeply moved by the sharing of the people in attendance, 
and motivated to do what I can to be a more just and caring person.  
Maybe we ought to show more horror movies at church?  Hmmm… 

 
There you have it.  My Best Of 2018.  I could easily list 10, 20, 30 more on 
this list.   I would love to hear what moved you this past year. 
 
And let us be open to how, when, and where God will present to us a 
“Best Of” moment in the coming year. 
 
Peace. Love. Understanding. 

Pastor Darryl 




