
Psalm 118 Study Guide 
Opening 

• Begin by relaxing and clearing your mind of any distractions.  Close your 

eyes, and take three deep breathes with the exhale being slightly longer 

than inhale.  After the third breath, opening your eyes and begin reading 

Psalm 118 aloud.  

 

• Read the Psalm out loud three times using the three different translations 

provided for you.  Give yourself at least one minute of silent reflection in 

between reading the psalm aloud.  In the moments of silence in between 

each reading, circle a word or phrase that speaks to you or jumps out at you 

or that you focused on as he was reading. 

 

• After the third reading and moment of silence, close with this prayer or a 

prayer of your own: 

 

Brother Christ, walk with us through this hour,  
this day and this week.  

Teach us to be brave, and to love like you.  
Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

Psalm 118 (NRSV) 

A Song of Victory 
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
3 Let the house of Aaron say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 



4 Let those who fear the Lord say, 
    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

5 Out of my distress I called on the Lord; 
    the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. 

6 With the Lord on my side I do not fear. 
    What can mortals do to me? 

7 The Lord is on my side to help me; 
    I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 

8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to put confidence in mortals. 

9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to put confidence in princes. 

10 All nations surrounded me; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 

11 They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 
    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 

12 They surrounded me like bees; 
    they blazed like a fire of thorns; 

    in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
13 I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, 

    but the Lord helped me. 
14 The Lord is my strength and my might; 

    he has become my salvation. 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
16     the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.” 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 

    and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has punished me severely, 
    but he did not give me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 



21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 

22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, 
    and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God, I will extol you. 

29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 

 

 

Psalm 118 (NKJV) 

Praise to God for His Everlasting Mercy 
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever. 
2 Let Israel now say, 

“His mercy endures forever.” 
3 Let the house of Aaron now say, 

“His mercy endures forever.” 
4 Let those who fear the Lord now say, 

“His mercy endures forever.” 
5 I called on the Lord in distress; 

The Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. 
6 The Lord is on my side; 

I will not fear. 



What can man do to me? 
7 The Lord is for me among those who help me; 

Therefore I shall see my desire on those who hate me. 
8 It is better to trust in the Lord 
Than to put confidence in man. 
9 It is better to trust in the Lord 

Than to put confidence in princes. 
10 All nations surrounded me, 

But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. 
11 They surrounded me, 

Yes, they surrounded me; 
But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. 

12 They surrounded me like bees; 
They were quenched like a fire of thorns; 

For in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. 
13 You pushed me violently, that I might fall, 

But the Lord helped me. 
14 The Lord is my strength and song, 

And He has become my salvation. 
15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation 

Is in the tents of the righteous; 
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 
16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

The right hand of the Lord does valiantly. 
17 I shall not die, but live, 

And declare the works of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has chastened[ me severely, 
But He has not given me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; 
I will go through them, 

And I will praise the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord, 

Through which the righteous shall enter. 
21 I will praise You, 

For You have answered me, 
And have become my salvation. 



22 The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This was the Lord’s doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day the Lord has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save now, I pray, O Lord; 
O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity. 

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
We have blessed you from the house of the Lord. 

27 God is the Lord, 
And He has given us light; 

Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will praise You; 

You are my God, I will exalt You. 
29 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever. 
 

 

Psalm 118 (CEB) 

Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, 
    because his faithful love lasts forever. 

2 Let Israel say it: 
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!” 

3 Let the house of Aaron say it: 
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!” 

4 Let those who honor the Lord say it: 
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!” 

5 In tight circumstances, I cried out to the Lord. 
    The Lord answered me with wide-open spaces. 

6 The Lord is for me—I won’t be afraid. 
    What can anyone do to me? 

7 The Lord is for me—as my helper. 
    I look in victory on those who hate me. 
8 It’s far better to take refuge in the Lord 

    than to trust any human. 



9 It’s far better to take refuge in the Lord 
    than to trust any human leader. 
10 All the nations surrounded me, 

    but I cut them down in the Lord’s name. 
11 Yes, they surrounded me on every single side, 

    but I cut them down in the Lord’s name. 
12 They surrounded me like bees, 

    but they were extinguished like burning thorns. 
    I cut them down in the Lord’s name! 
13 I was pushed so hard I nearly died, 

    but the Lord helped me. 
14 The Lord was my strength and protection; 

    he was my saving help! 
15 The sounds of joyful songs and deliverance 

    are heard in the tents of the righteous: 
    “The Lord’s strong hand is victorious! 

16     The Lord’s strong hand is ready to strike! 
        The Lord’s strong hand is victorious!” 

17 I won’t die—no, I will live 
    and declare what the Lord has done. 

18 Yes, the Lord definitely disciplined me, 
    but he didn’t hand me over to death. 

19 Open the gates of righteousness for me 
    so I can come in and give thanks to the Lord! 

20 This is the Lord’s gate; 
    those who are righteous enter through it. 
21 I thank you because you answered me, 

    because you were my saving help. 
22 The stone rejected by the builders 
    is now the main foundation stone! 

23 This has happened because of the Lord; 
    it is astounding in our sight! 

24 This is the day the Lord acted; 
    we will rejoice and celebrate in it! 

25 Lord, please save us! 
    Lord, please let us succeed! 



26 The one who enters in the Lord’s name is blessed; 
    we bless all of you from the Lord’s house. 

27 The Lord is God! 
    He has shined a light on us! 

So lead the festival offering with ropes 
    all the way to the horns of the altar.  

28 You are my God—I will give thanks to you! 
    You are my God—I will lift you up high! 

29 Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, 
    because his faithful love lasts forever. 

 

Unpacking Psalm 118 

• Psalm 118 is the Lectionary Psalm for all three years of the Revised 

Common Lectionary for Palm Sunday.  It kicks off Holy Week.   

o Imagery of the Psalm has informed the words and images and 

themes Christians use to celebrate and remember Christ’s death and 

resurrection (stone that was rejected, God’s ultimate victory, God’s 

steadfast love, shouting of blessedness (Hosanna), etc.) 

• Psalm 118 is a “Song of Praise.”  Songs of Praise, according to Walter 

Brueggemann, is not just an act of worship, but a faith statement/oath of 

allegiance to God over and above our “earthly powers.” 

• Psalm 118 is part of the Hallel collection of Psalm (113-118) that are used 

during the Passover celebration. 

• The Psalm is broken down in thematic sections and ought to be read as a 

whole and not chopped up into pieces (like the Lectionary does): 

o v.1-4 = Call to Worship 

o v.5-13 = Distressed but God saves me. 

o v.14-18 = God is victorious. 

o v.19-24 = Procession with the start of alternating voices. 

o v.25-29 = Plea for salvation and a Benediction (mirrors v.1-4) 

• The Psalm begins and end with this declaration that “God’s love endures 

forever.”   



• The structure of the Psalm is to draw attention to the relationship that God 

has with Israel (and all humanity) found in the center of the Psalm. 

o  God’s unwavering love means that God is loyal to the covenant 

relationship with Israel/the people. 

o Rabbi Amy Jill-Levine – “Salvation, then, for the psalmist as for us, is 
not based on his own righteousness or sense of deserving, but rather 
is rooted in God’s self-giving, long-suffering, love. “The Lord has 
punished me severely,” the psalmist testifies, “but he did not give me 
over to death (v. 18).” Though things got bad, the psalmist knew that 
in the end, God’s steadfast love would win the day. 

• The Reformer, Martin Luther, called Psalm 118 “my own beloved Psalm.”  He 

expressed how Psalm 118 forms a full picture of a walk in faith with God, 

“our walk is one step praise and one step petition.” 

 

Questions for Reflection 

1. Psalm 118 is the Psalm for the beginning of Holy Week and Easter each year.  

How does the Psalm inform, inspire, speak to our personal “Holy Week” 

experiences of life?   

2. How does(or does not) Psalm 118 speak to us as a “faith statement” and as 

an “otah”as Dr. Brueggemann suggests?    

3. Psalm 118 has sometimes been referred to a psalm of hope.  Do you find 

that theme of hope in the psalm?  And what is that hope rooted in?  How 

does the hope expressed in Psalm 118 differ from the messages we hear on 

a daily basis? 

 

Closing  

For your closing prayer, hear an chanting of Psalm 118 by the Boston Byzantine 
Choir.  In the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Christian, the vast majority of the 
service is chanted.  The Divine Liturgy is the oldest known version of Christian 
worship dating back to the 4th Century. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvkxTcdWud0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvkxTcdWud0

