
The Letter of 1st Peter 
Background 

 
The Letter of 1st Peter is written by a Christian leader in Rome to other Christian 
leaders throughout the Mediterranean Christian community. 

Babylon = Rome!  A common allegory used in early Christian writings for the 
Rome and the Roman Empire. 

 
Tradition asserts that the author of the letter is Simon Peter, Jesus’ disciple and the 1st 
Bishop of Antioch and then Rome.  This claim has become disputed.   The Greek of the 
letter is so formal that it is unlikely that a rural Jew from Galilee would have such a grasp 
of formal Greek.   

The level of persecution described in the letter suggests that it was written during 
the severe persecution of Christians under the Emperor Domitian (81 CE) who 
came to power twenty years after Peter’s death. 

  The date of the letter is usually given around 85-95 CE. 
 
The inclusion of 1st Peter in early Christian Codex was almost universal.  And its 
inclusion in the canonical scriptures of the New Testament at the Council of Nicaea was 
never in doubt. 
 
The list of the regions in the opening verses may give some insight to the route that the 
currier took to distribute the letter to those in “exile” and “dispersion.” 
 
Themes 

1. The theme of “Redemptive Suffering” runs throughout the letter:   
a. Christ suffered and responded non-violently, without retaliation. 
b. His suffering was endured with patience, revealing strength of character.   
c. Though the suffering is not sought out, it can have a purpose. 
d. By going through the suffering and not avoiding it, it can bring 

“redemption” of the person who suffered as well as the redemption of 
those who perpetrated the suffering of another.    

e. The author uses Christ’s redemptive suffering for a paradigm for how we 
ought to endure our own suffering. 

 
2. The letter is grounded in the Christological concept of “Substitutionary 

Atonement.”    
a. This is the idea that it is Christ’s death achieved reconciliation with God and 

that it was Christ’s death that brought about the forgiveness of sins.   



b. As the early church struggled with the “why?” Christ died, Substitutionary 
Atonement was one of the earliest and most accepted theological 
responses to that question.    

 
3. The author encourages the audience to “accept the authority” of the emperor 

(3:13).   
a. Many read this line as the authors attempt to stem the tide of Christian 

persecution by the Romans.   
i. It has been sometimes misinterpreted as the church ought to be 

“apolitical.”   
b. A modern-day example of this would be the singing of the “Kol Nidre” on 

Yom Kippur.  The Kol Nidre was written during the Inquisition.  The Kol 
Nidre was a refutation of the pledge made in public.  One pledges support 
for the persecutor in public so as to avoid further persecution, but then 
rejects the pledge in private to maintain allegiance to God.  

 
4. The Household Codes of Ch. 2 are reminiscent of both the codes found in the 

Letters of Colossians and Ephesians.  They reflect a social tiering of the 1st Century 
society and not the radical community of the early church. 

a. These codes have particularly been abused by the church over the years to 
perpetuate institutional slavery, fail to recognize the dangers of spousal 
abuse, and to negate equal rights among people of color and women. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Letter of 2nd Peter 
Background 
 
The Letter of 2nd Peter shares little in common with the Letter of 1st Peter.  It probably 
had a completely different author and was written much later than the first letter.   
 2nd Peter was probably written in the early 2nd Century. 

Clues to the date: a reference to the collected letters of Paul (3:16), a reference to 
the synoptic gospel tradition of the Transfiguration (1:17-18), appreciation for 
Stoic philosophical cosmology (3:10). 

 
The ascription of the Apostle Peter as the author is not meant to claim that Peter 
wrote it but the ascribe the common and accepted ancient tradition among moral and 
religious texts to write in the name of a person. 
 
The audience was the church universal struggling with divisions caused by the delay in 
the Parousia.   The delayed 2nd Coming of Christ has led to “greed false teachers” (2:3).  
The letter hopes to inspire people to keep to the apostolic traditions. 
 
2nd Peter was one of the disputed letters and it took a long for it to find its way into 
the Biblical canon.  Early Christian leaders such as Origen and Eusebius argued against 
it, but by the Council of Nicaea, it had gained traction as an authoritative text. 
 To this day, Syriac Christians do not include 2nd Peter in their New Testament. 
 
Themes 

1. The rhetoric of 1: 5-7 is a beautiful prose that builds on itself that connects faith 
with love through kindness, study, moderation, patience, and physical affection.  
These are steps along the way to entering the “eternal kingdom.” 

 
2. The author uses examples of past judgements of God found in Hebrew scripture 

to highlight the judgment to come to those who are “are like irrational animals, 
living by instinct … who slander … have eyes full of adultery … have hearts trained 
in greed”  (Ch. 2).   The author also  
 

3. The audience is encouraged to keep hope and persevere even amidst the 
persecution and ridicule they are experiencing due to their faith (Ch. 3) 

a. There is a difference between God’s time and human time (3:8). 
b. There are blessings too in this delay in the 2nd Coming (3:15).   

 
 



 
The Letter of Jude 
Background 
 
The author of the Letter of Jude (Greek for Judas), has traditionally been thought to be 
one of Jesus’ brothers, aka Brother of James.  But now this claim is disputed given the 
time-period in which the letter was written.   
 
The letter was written in the early-to-mid 2nd Century.  The letter mentions the 
Apostles in the past tense (all have died), and has a developed eschatological theme 
using both Jewish and Christian mythologies (Enoch, Michael and the devil’s fight over 
Moses’ body, etc.).   

By the end of the 2nd Century, the Letter of Jude had already become one of the 
most widely read and established writings.  It has near universal inclusion in early 
Christian Codex. 

 
The author seems to be well read in Jewish scriptures and Jewish apocalyptic 
literature.  The letter also shares much in common with The Letter of 2nd Peter. 
 
The Letter was not written to any church specifically, but is a general tract written to 
churches in all locales who are experiencing fracture and division.    
 
Themes 

1. The author’s motivation for the letter is to undo the work of “false teachers” who 
“pervert the grace of God.” 

a. These false teachers are using the delay in the “Parousia” to lead people 
away from the teachings of the apostles, and the type of communal living 
the apostles set up for early churches. 

 
2. These false teachers are leading people into a form of hedonism. 

a. The author seems concerned with the sexual behaviors of Christians. 
b. licentiousness (v.4), sexual immorality (v.7), lust (v.7, 17) are compared to 

the rebellion of angels (v.6) and Cain, Balaam and Korah (v.11) 
 

3. The author’s advice is avoiding such sexual behavior, but also to show mercy to 
those who are behaving such in such a way as to bring them back into the 
community. 
 

4. The Letter ends with a beautiful Doxology that was probably widely used in 
Christian worship and would have been familiar to the letter’s initial audience. 



   


