
The Letter of Hebrews (Chapters 7-13) 
 
Themes for Chapters 7-13 

1. Jesus is the High Priest and the Eternal Sacrifice 
a. The Essene Community at Qumran (possibly the community of John the 

Baptist) thought of Melchizedek as an “angelic” visitor, a heavenly figure, 
and a righteous judge was works for God to rescue God’s people. 

b. The author uses Melchizedek as a proof that there is a difference between 
earthly priests and heavenly priests. 

i. A Heavenly Priest is higher in rank than an earthly priest; the 
Heavenly High Priest is the highest of all priests, heavenly or earthly 
(7:26) 

c. The author utilizes the sacrificial rituals of the Temple as a proof of Christ’s 
Sacrifice of his body for the forgiveness of sins. 

d. The sacrificial system of the Temple was a “shadow” of the sacrifice of 
Christ.  It was temporal (done in a tent built by human hands) in that it had 
to be done repeatedly; the sacrifice of Christ was eternal (made in the 
heavenly realm).   

 
 

2. Jesus Establishes the New Covenant 
a.  The Prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 31: 31-32)) heralded the establish of a New 

Covenant between God and the people; one that cannot be broken for it is 
written on their hearts and internalized in their deeds. 

b. By Christ being both High Priest and Sacrifice he establishes this new 
covenant for the forgiveness of “sins committed unintentionally” by the 
people (9:7). 

c. The new covenant is everlasting, cannot be broken, and is established as a 
once and for all by Christ. 

d. Our response to the covenant is “hold fast to the confession of hope; … 
provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 
together … encouraging one another.” (10:24-25).   

 
 

3. The heroes of Judaism are grafted onto the arch of salvation 
a. Many Christians, preachers, and teachers have used Hebrews as a case for 

the conversion of Jews to Christianity and a negation of the Jewish faith.  A 
better understanding of Ch. 11 is that it shows the amazing faith of people 
prior to Christ and lauds them for their faithful response to God’s call. 



i. Hebrews 11:1 (Now faith [pistis] is the assurance of things hoped 
form the conviction of things not seen). 

ii. Hebrews must be treated with care or it can easily become anti-
Semitic  

b. These Hebrew heroes of our faith become the “great cloud of witnesses.” 
c. Our Hebrew ancestors were the first runners on this race of faith, but now 

we run alongside Christ who is the “perfecter of our faith.” (Ch. 12:1-3). 
i. You cannot run long without practice and building up endurance! 

 
 

4. The Letter Ends with a Plea to Live the Christian Life 
a. Endure and learn from our mistakes (12:11) 
b. Pursue peace and “holiness/a holy life” (12:14) 
c. Keep your eye on the prize (12:16) 
d. Love each other (13:1) 
e. Care for those imprisoned and being “tortured” by society (13:4) 
f. Keep faithfulness with one’s spouse/partner (13:4) 
g. Don’t be greedy/stingy (13:5) 
h. Don’t be swayed by “strange teachings” (13:9) 
i. Listen to your spiritual leaders and receive their guidance (13:17) 
j. Pray! (13:18) 

 
 

5. Chapter 13:22-25 is a later addition to the book of Hebrews to make it more like 
an epistle.  It was not written by the original author.  Probably added in the late 
2nd Century.   
 

 
 


